''ENGLAND   WILL   SAVE  EUROPE"
Europe. And but for the perpetual dislocating factor
of English hostility, the thing would appear to have been
easily within the scope of his genius and resources.
But machine power, invulnerable behind sea power,
had brought him down.
But neither machinery, nor wealth, nor arms can avail
of themselves ; only the spirit can command victory.
And perhaps the most significant feature of the whole
contest is how, during its course, the leading roles, those
of France and England, come to be reversed. It had
started with a coalition of despots frankly out to rivet
the ancient chains on a people who had burst them in
the determination to be free, and though Fox and his
Whig rump had continually protested against Britain's
pulling an oar in such a galley, there had been little
to distinguish the policy of Mr. Pitt, backed as he was
by an overmastering force of patriotic sentiment, from that
of the crowned and disreputable crew he was financing
with British money. It will be remembered how even
the name of Nelson came to be stained indelibly by his
liberticide complicity with a white terror in Naples,
and Pitt himself thought nothing of bargaining away the
liberties of the Genoese Republic first to Austria and then
to Sardinia.
But the split between a right wing majority for patriotism
and divine wrong, against a left wing minority for France
and liberty, was ended by the action of France herself,
in coming out for imperialism naked and unashamed.
When she started bludgeoning out the liberties of free
Switzerland, even the most ardent of the young, revolu-
tionary idealists became as anti-French as the stoutest
Tory. And the dictatorship of Napoleon and his specta-
cular attempt at an invasion had the effect of uniting
the whole country in a simple and straightforward
determination to beat the enemy. While the French
were encamped at Boulogne, there was no need to
bother about hidden hands or to suspend habeas corpus.
And even Fox, who, in brief control of the country's
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